




Summer campaign in Cantabria  
(Google Translated and tidied up)  
 
Another year, and taking advantage of the summer holidays, we did a speleological campaign. This year the 
campaign has been divided into two areas: the usual one, in Bustablado (Cantabria), and a new one, in Huesca. 
In Bustablado (Cantabria) the campaign takes place with the Espeleo Club Tortosa partners and the English interclub 
partners Matienzo Expeditions. 
Two speleologists, Andreu García and myself, traveled from the speleology section of the AAEET. 
This year's goals were all focused on Cova Vallina (the last campaign left the cave with a route that exceeded 25,000 
m). Apart from extending the route of the cavity, the main interest was to link the Vallina Cave with the Reñada 
Cave, an important cavity explored by English speleologists. 
 
The campaign day by day 
10/8/97. There are two working groups. A group is going to do some climbing in the Granota Gallery (gallery with the 
best chance of connecting with the Reñada Cave). the other group is going to explore the Xato meander, a meander 
that reaches the Galeria de la Granota with a small water circulation that was pending exploration. The first group 
climbs 15 m, but it is useless, the exploration in that sector is finished. 
The second group explores a new sector of about 200 m of fossil galleries, which end in a meander where there is a 
strong current of air, blocked by some formations. 
13/8/97. There are three working groups. The first goes to the Xato meander to try to overcome the passage 
obstructed by formations with a current of air, where it had ended  the exploration on the last day. 
• The team manages to overcome  it, but it only advances 30 m, since another strait blocks the passage definitively. 
The second group is going to check out some big rooms with different block chaos. They don't find anything 
noteworthy either, but they leave the area definitely explored. 
The third group has to make a climb of about 15 m, but the water that falls on top of them and the bad appearance 
of the rock make them give up, and they do not carry it out. 
14/8/97. Thursday, in principle, was a day of rest. Despite this, in the afternoon we decided to help the English 
colleague Rupert Skorupka. He is a cave diver. He is exploring the siphon of the Cueva del Molino. Through this cave, 
and through this siphon, flows the waters of the Rioja River, one of the different rivers that circulate through the 
Cova Vallina, that is, it is also part of the system. 
Our help consists in carrying the diving equipment. 
Descending to a great depth underwater requires long decompressions, and the diver's equipment, especially the air 
bottles, is bulky and heavy. 
Rupert managed to get down at the end of the siphon, but at that point the gallery was moving forward with a slight 
ascent; for sure he stopped the exploration at that point. 
In total, he descended 82 m and in this way achieved the state record for diving in a cavity, which until then was 81 
m, achieved in Falconera (Garraf). 
15/8/97. We make two work groups. The first group goes to a terminal sector of Cova Vallina to check a chaos of 
blocks. But after reviewing it, it is definitely finished. End, therefore, for the time being, the exploration in Cova 
Vallina, since all the unknowns are solved. In total, 400 m of new galleries were explored, increasing the 
development of the Cave to approx. 25,800 m. 
The other group accompanies the English to Cueva Reñada. As it is the first time that this cave is visited, not much is 
explored and the visit is used more to get to know the cavity, and thus, in the future, to enter it to explore, to 
connect with Vallina but from the English cavity. This large cavity impresses us above all because of the large 
volumes of the galleries. In total we spend fifteen hours there. 
16/8/97. This day was rest and cleaning, but in the afternoon, once clean and rested, we went to unclog with 
microexplosives (a new technique used and which gives very good results) some external mouths that the English 
speleologists had found, very narrow, but with an interesting current of air. We widened the mouth that looked 
better. There was still the work of untangling the hole and removing the stones, but that is work for another time. 
17/8/97. Today is the day to go home. We dismantle and collect the camp and do the last inter-exchange of 
impressions with the English speleologists. Now all that remains is to draw the topographies of the newly discovered 
galleries and start preparing the work for the next campaign. 
Regarding the other campaign carried out in Huesca, it is currently being worked on, we will inform you later. 
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